
Think you know California pinot noir? Think again. The only winery located 
in the Mount Harlan AVA on California’s Central Coast, Calera was one of the 
first modern-day wineries to plant pinot noir in the state, after winemaker 
Josh Jensen found a high-elevation, cool-climate location with soil rich 
in limestone. His pinots show Burgundian influences, balancing richness 
and elegance. Robert Parker, the most influential of wine critics, called 
Calera one of the most “compelling” pinot noir specialists “of not only 
the New World, but of Planet Earth.” With Chalone veteran Mike Waller as 
winemaker, Calera has also produced chardonnay, viognier, and aligoté at 
their 100-percent gravity-flow winery, and these are hardly to be ignored. 
John Tilson of The Underground Wine Letter salutes the winery’s “consistently 
superb wines over its entire history and strong advocacy of traditional 
winemaking.” The wines, he adds, “show great character and age beautifully.”
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