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MY APOLOGIES TO THOSE OF YOU READING THIS IN 

AREAS WHERE THE WEATHER HAS NOT BEEN SO 

GREAT.  Here in the Sonoma Valley we have had an early 

spring week that has been nothing short of phenomenal. 

Bright, crystal clear weather with temperatures in the mid- to 

upper-70s has made it extremely hard to stay inside and work! 

Driving around wine country as I do, it’s hard not to be distracted from driving and 

amazed at the incredible palette of colors all around me—the pure, beautful green 

grass covering everything, peppered by the bright yellow mustard. This is such a sharp 

contrast to the brown hills that we see most of the rest of the year. It’s really a special 

time. And this unseasonably warm weather is also having its effect on the vines as well 

with bud break occuring in many places as I write this. 

I know that we probably have some more rainy weather ahead, but this was a 

great week to open up the windows and air everything out!  

This is also a good time to take a look at your cellar and “air it out” a bit. Look 

for wines that you haven’t tried in a while. Check in with them over a great meal with 

your favorite friends or family. I’ve been really pleased with the way all of my 2005s 

are beginning to show well in the past few months; most 2006 Pinots are drinking well 

now too. Look for 2007 (and 2009 when released) to need a good amount of time to 

develop; 2008 looks like a really good “tweener” vintage—drinkable earlier while you 

wait for the 2007s and 2009s. 

In This Issue… 

This issue features some terrific new releases from a wide range of producers including 

A.P. Vin, Benziger, Bjornstad, Black Kite, Buena Vista, Calera, Domaine 

Chandon, Etude, Freestone, Heart & Hands,Indigene, Kokomo, Ladd, Loring, 

Olson Ogden, Periple, Pey-Marin, Roadhouse, Schug, Signaterra, Suacci 

Carciere, Testarossa and Ziata.  

As always, I thank you for your support and hope that you enjoy this latest issue. 

-- Gregory S. Walter, editor and publisher 

 

Boy, Is Spring Ever Here… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WINNER 
James Beard Award For 

Newsletter Writing On Food, 
Beverage, Restaurants 

and Nutrition 

“good structure and balance…  
long finish… perfect for a rustic 

pasta dish.”  — G.S. Walter
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91
Points

smart
buy!

“Earthy
and rich”


